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Ttrr THIRD 81'SSION OF TIIK fOltTY-KIRST CONUKES9
i> '-.in to day. llotli houses assembled at noon. At

i vfch e o'clock precisely the Senate was called to or-

tier tin- presence of a numerous audience in the

jrt'! :i -. Almost every member or the Senate
v. i- ii a. tendance. Alter prayer bv the He v.

Or Newiu.tn, Chaplain of the Senate, the general
busti a- was proceeded witu.

TIIK NEW SENATOR H'lil SflXNBSOT*.
Tin- credentials of William Wlndom, appointed by

the 'ioveruor or Minnesota to fill the place of Hon.
it. :. Norton, deceased. were presented by his col-

< <i!tue, M Rmsey, and read, when Mr. Wlndom
was qualified and took his seai for the uuexpired
e.m.

Til P. ROUTINE OV OPENING.
A etrumltiev was appointed to inform the House

<>; i;if pre ei.ee or a quorum of tne Senate, also a
comtm; tee in conjunction with a committee of the
House 10 wait noun the President ol the United
Male-, a.id miorm him that Congress was ready
to receive any communication lie might have to
make.

ItESl LI 1 IONS .1Mb UII L8

as follows were Introduced and laid on the table
unill t:tei tue organization of tile Btauding com¬
mittees:.
H\ .Mr. J'oMt' .DS, (rep.) of Vt.~A joint resolution

of the Vermont Legislature, urging the payment of
the balance of the war claims due that, Slate from
tni* general government.
By i. Wn.i.iAMS, (rep.) of Oregon.Bills explana¬

tory of the act admitting the State ol Oregon Into
the i':. ton and amendatory of ihe organic act of the
Icrriicry or Idaho. The former relates to the appli¬
cation of lands lor the support of common schools;
the latter regulates the compensation of the rnein-
t.ers of 'i'erriiorlal legi-iatures.

liy vir. l'iiAi-r, trei . or Ind..To provide for the ap¬
pointment ol Clerks of Circuit and District Courts
or i lie District ol Indiana and to deiine their powers
and du He*.

i y Mt. tvKt.Lono, (rep.i of La..For the removal of
political disabilities.

ill K FINANCIAL QUESTION.
y Mr. St*M Kit, (rep./ ol Alas-..A bill to terminate

fie la .iioatlon of Laiieu .-Hates notes and fractional
cur.nicy, to streugtUen tde reserves ef the
naiimiai banks and to promote the return
io spccie payment. The bill provides that the
iu ricaiion of United States notes shall cease luime-
iliatelt ait>*r its passage and the government shall

a-c io t-ay out or reissue any tractloual currenoy
<> (tciiuminaliiins less than tweniy-tlve cents after
jouc id, r denominations of twenty-flve cents after
.punuoe. ju. or of tit ty cents after Decern oer 30,

1-.71, at which date all I ractional currency In the
fie. sury Ualt be cancelled and destroyed. Sec¬
tion three provides that the Treasurer ol the

aiied stales shall retain the luterest upon
n.i unds held by him as security tor the
circulation ol any bauK, uud issue therefor
social got'i cert ill ates ot aeposlt without Interest,
u in, h may be held oy .he respective banks in whose
javor they are issued a.s part of tuelr leiral reserves
uuiil the lesuiuption of specie payments. Section
four leuulrts thai when a uatioual bank withdraws
tu i>oudb neld us security for circulation all substi¬
tute no nds shall be tfie four per cent bonds autho¬
rized by the act of July i4, 1870. The remaining

, < i.on- require the withdrawal of all ooads bearing
other tnau coin Interest, and the substitution in
uieir place ol com interest-bearing boads witlilu
.s.x y ua.vs, and increase the amounts of Ave percent

j un I«ur and a hall percent bonds authorl/.ed by
tli« act of July 14, i«7d, to five hundred millions of
each class.

. , ,
we.^sia. Colk (rep.) and Hasskbi-T (dem.), ofCal.,

lutri.duceil Dills to aboiisn the lucome tax by the
immediate repeal of all laws authorizing its assess¬
ment and collection alter the 1st day of January
Li OX I .*

nr. Co i.e introduced bills as follows: To abolish
coinage charges in the minis; to amend the act of
July 14, 1870, by repealing the sections which lowered
tii'.' .July on braudv and prepared opium; also a joint
r. '-o.utlon ilsiinuig tue rigliis of settlers on the pub¬
lic Inndh; also a joint resolution relating to gold
notes and i nited states notes. The latter proviues
mat ..iter June no, 18T1. such notes shall be recelva-
o, ut iiiL.r lull value lor duties on imports.
Ill (MRRESI UNBiiM!! WITII MIMSTEIt WAS1IBURSJ5.
.^solutions were miruduced and temporarily laid

aside as follows:.
1<V M k. Fenton, (rep.) of N. Y..Requesting the

President to communicate all tue correspondence
bet ecu uie United fctaies Minister at fai ls and the
Secretary of State since the breaking out of the
war iHi ween trance and Prussia, so fur us the same
relates to I olitii.al subjects and matters connected
with the .-Hid war, a- well a* to the protection or
sa'ojec.s ol th^ North Germ in ton federation with
wlilJifiie Lulled States Legation In Pans has been
''Uarged. A.ter the President's Message wad read
4ho resolution was Lushed..MlibCBi.LlNKOt'S ITEMS.

Ur Mr. Coruktt, irep.) or Oregon. For Information
as to the probable co t of the improvement ot tJmp-
qua and Wiiiumetie rivers ab >ve Oregon City, in
Oregon.
Hy Mr. Sumner.For information concerning the

condition and financial management of the colored
schools of Washington and Georgetown, D. C., and
as to the extent to wmou the educational needs of
the colored population are provided for.
Mr. SAtiLSiiURY, (dem.) or Md., remarked that the

result of the recent elections in the border States
ought to warrant an investigation hy congress as
to what bad become ol the fllLccutu amendment
and the act euiorcing it.

.

a resolution, oireid'l by Mr. Trumbull, (rep.) of
Hi. was adoutea, directing (lie Secretary ol the
Treasury to furnish the Senate with a copy oi the

] or tin ot entries, oaths, bonds, rules and regulations
prescribed by Dim under ifie act of July 14, l»7o,
providing for ti»e immediate transportacien o. mer¬
chandise irom porta oi eutry to ports of delivery.

Mr. Siikrman. (rep.) of Ohio, made an ineffectual
effort to get up the bill reuinK certain Jurisdiction to
the state of oluo, relerrlng to the reception ol votes
of inmates of soldiers' asyiums.
At half-past one the President's Message was re¬

ceived and the next h>ur was occupied lu its read¬
ing by tUe Secretary. It was tiieu ordered to be
printed.
At twenty-flve mtni'es to ttiree the Senate ad-

lourned.
HOUSE OF RLPB.ESENTATIVES.

WabhinutoS, Dec. 6, 1870.
TUB WELCOME OREKTINO.

TTie opening ol the third session ot the Forty first

Congress was attended with tne usual pleasant
greetings between members. But very lew nad ai-

rived in the city to Saturday morning, and conse¬

quently there had been little chance lor the Inter¬

change of friendly inquiries and assurances until

me members met eacn other on the floor and in the

corridors «f the House. The results ol the receut

%»ctions lurntfthari tbe Drincloal tooio of converaa-

Hon.of <v»n*r*t.nt»tlon on the hiioc^ss of the few.
of regret. on toe defeat or the many. The morning
was ad warm ami balmy as If tho moiiMi had been
heptember and not December, and, therefore, tho
residents and visitors of Washington turned out lu
ureal numbers to witness tho opening of the session.

Tlie galleries aud corridors of the House were

crowded with speotalors. The House wan called to
ordt-r at noon by Mr. Speaker The j»roceed-
tngs were opened with prafor oj t ha Ohipl aln, Rev.
Dr. J, 0. Butler. Tno roll of members was then
called. One hundred aud srventy-thrso membfrs
answered to tli^ir names. Excuse* were made for
Kerr. <>i Indiana, and Calkin, of New York, who
were detained at heiue by severe Illness.
On motion of Mr. Souhnck, (rep.) of Ohio, a com¬

mittee was appointed to Join a like committee on
the pari of the senate to wait on the President of
the United Mates and inform him that Congress was
in session and ready to receive any communication
he might deem proper to make. Messrs. Sclvnck,
Alllsou, (rep.i of Iowa, and Potter, (dem.) of N. V.,
were sypoiutcd such cyuiuiltleo on the part of tho
House.

NKW MKM K1KM.
J. n. Rvphkr. (rep.) was sworn la a* member

from tlie First district of Louisiana: Joseph Dixon,
(rep.) from the Mecond dUtrlct of North Carolina.
R. W. Duke, after an unsuccessful effort on the
part ef Messrs. Hcheuck and Piatt to have Ills cre¬
dentials referred te the Committee on Elections,
was called upon to take the oath as member from
the tilth district of Virginia, but was uot present.

A KftOKHA.
The House then, at one o'clock, took a recess till a

quarter to two o'clock, awaiting the reception of the
President's Message.

DPKH WINS.
The recess having expired. Mr. Duke, member

elect Irotn Vlrgluia, presented hluiseii aud took the
oath or offlce.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESS 40B
to Congress was then delivered, and Mr. McPherson,
the Clerk of the House, proceeded to read It. Tho
conclusion ol the Message was received with ap¬
plause on the floor and is the galleries. The Mes¬
sage was ordered te be printed.

THK TRKASIUY DEPARTMENT RKPORT
was then presented aad referred to the Committee
of Ways aud Means.

THK KIBST BILL PASSED.
A bill te supply an omlasiou in the last Indian Ap¬

propriation bill was reported by Mr. Dawks, (rep.)
of Mass., and parsed.
The llouoe then, at three o'clock, adjourned.

THE MESSAGE.
To THK SeSATK ANO flOUSB OK KKI»UK8BNTA-
TIVKO. -

A year of peace ami general prosperity to this
nation ban panned since the last assembling of Con¬
gress We have, through a kind Providence, been
blessed with abundant crops an 'J have been spared
from complications and war with foreign nations.

In our midst comparative harmony has been re-
stored. It is to be regretted, however, mat a free
exercise of

THK KLKCTtVK PRANCHHH
has. by violence and Intimidation, been denied to
citizens In exceptional canes In several of the States
lately In rebellion, aud the verdict of the people has
thereby been reversed. The btat.es ot Virgiula, Mis¬
sissippi and Texas nave been restorud (o representa¬
tion lu our national couunls.

GEORGIA TO COMB IN NSW YEAR'S.
Ceorgla, the only State new without a representa¬

tion. inay confidently be expected to take her place
there also at the beginning of the new year,
aud then, let us hope, will i»e completed the work of
reconstruction. With an acquiescence on the part
of the whole people in the national obligation to nay
the public debt.created as the price of our Union.
the pensions to our dicabled soldiers aud sailors
aud their widows and orphans, and in the changes
to the const Itutioo which have been made neces¬
sary by a great rebellion there is no reason
why we should not advance in material
prosperity aud happiness as no other na¬
tion did after so protracted and devastating a war.

OUR MINISTER IN PARIS.
Soon after the existing war broke out lu Europe

the protection of the United States Minister in Paris
was invoked in favor of Norm Germans domiciled
In French territory. Instructions were issued to
grant (he protection. This has been followed by an
exiensionof American protection to citizens of Sax¬
ony. llesse aud Saxe-Coburg-Gotha. Columbia. Por¬
tugal, Uruguay, the Dominican republic, Ecuador,
Chile, Paraguay aud Venezuela in Paris. The
charge was an ouerous one, requiring constant and
severe lauor, as well os the exercise of patience,
prudence and good juagmeut. It has been per¬
formed to the entire satisfaction ot the government,
ana. as 1 am officially informed, equally so to the
satisfaction of tue government of Nocth Germany.

recognition or ran khbnoh republic.
As soon as I learned that a repnblio

had been proclaimed at Paris and that
the people of France hod acquiesced in
the chauge the Minister of the United States was

directed by telegraph to recognize it and tender my
congratulations and those of the people of the
United States. The re-establishment In France
of a system of government disconnected with
the dynastio traditions of Europe appeared to
be a proper subject for the felicitations of
Americans. ."Should the present struggle result
in atti acting the hearts of the French to our simpler
forms of representative government it win be a sub¬
ject, of still further satisfaction to our people.
W htle we make no effort to Impose our institutions
upon the inhabitants or other countries, and while
we adhere to onr traditional neutrality in
civil contests, we cannot be Indifferent
to the spread of American political ideas in a great
and Qlgbly civilized country like France. We were
asked by the new government to use our good of¬
fices Jointly with those of European Powers in the
Interests of peace. Answer was made that the es¬
tablished policy and the true interests of the United
States forbade them to Interfere In European ques¬
tions Jointly with the European Powers. I ascer¬
tained informally and unofficially that the gov.
ernment of North Germany was not then
disposed to listen to such representations
from any Powers, and though earnestly wish¬
ing to see the blessings of peace restored to
the belligerents.with all of whom the United States
are on terras of friendship. 1 declined, on the part
of tills government, to take a step which would only
result lu Injury to our true interests witttout ad¬

vancing the object forwhich our Intervention was
invoked. Should the lime come when the action of
the United States can hastea Hie return of peace by

a single hour that action will be heartily takeu.
THE NBtTKAI.ITV I'ROCl.AM AT10N.

I deemed it prudent, in view of the number of
persons oi G#nuan and Fren< n birth living in the
L'nlt"d Stales, to issue, soon after official notice of

a state 01 war had been received Irom botn the bel¬
ligerents, a proclamation defining the duties ot the
United States as a neutral and the obligations o: per¬
sons residing within their territory to observa their
laws and ttte laws ol nations, 'ibis proclamation
was loilowed by others as circumstances seemed to
call for them. The people, thus acquainted in ad¬
vance of their duties aud obligations, have assisted
in preventing violations of the neutrality 01 the
United States.

TBI INSURRECTION IN CCBA.
It Is not understood thai tne condition of the In¬

surrection in Cuba has materially changed since the
close of the last session ol Congress. In an early
stage 01 the contest the authorities of Spain lnati-
guiated a system of arbitrary arrests, of close con¬
finement, and of military trial and execution of
persons siispeclM of complicity with the insur¬
gents, aud oi summary embargo of their pro¬
perties and sequestration or their revenues by
executive warrant. Such proceediugs. so far as
thev affected the persons or property of citizens of

i the United States, were in violation of the provisions
or the Treaty of 1795 betweeutlie United States and
Spam. Representations of injuries resulting to

I several persons claiming to be citizens of the United
States t»y reason of such violations were made
to the Spanish government. From April, I860, to

I June last the Spanish Minister at Washington had
[ been clothed with a limited power to aid in redress-

lug mca wrongs. That power was round to bo
' withdrawn . m .lew," as it was said, "or the favora¬

ble sluintion in which the island of Cuba then was,"
which, however, did not lead to revocation or sub-

; pension of tne extraordinary an* arbitrary func-
\ t ions exercised by the executive power lu Cuba,

and we were obliged 10 make our complaints at
i Madrid, lu Cue negotiations thus opened and still

pending there the United states only claimed
that for the tnturo tne rights secured to
their citiz''u>> by treaty should be respected
In Cnba, and thai as to the past a joint triouial
should b- established In the United Mates, with full
jurisdiction over all such claims. IMore such an

impartial tribunal each claimant would be required
to prove his case. On the other hand Spain would

'

ne at liberty to traverseevery material fact, a id thus
complete equity would be done. A case which atone
time threatened seriously to affect the relations be¬
tween lie United states and Spain has already neon

disposed of in this way. Tue claim oi the colonel
] Llovd Aspinwall for the illegal seizure aad deten-

tion of that \e*sel was lelrrred to arbitration by
1 mutual consent, and -has requited in an award lo

the United states for tue owners of tne same of
$il»,7i>- JU 1U goid.

THK WHALFSniP CANAPA.
Another and long pending claim oi like nature, that

of the whales'alp Can, i. la, has baon disposed of by
f lendly arbitration during the present year. It was

reierred, by the joint cousont oi Uracil and tlio
United States, to the decision or Sir Edward Thorn-
ton, her Britannic Majesty's Minister at Washington,
who kindly undertook the laborious tank or examin¬
ing the voluminous mass oi correspondence and

testimony submitted by the two ,
awarded to tii.» lilted states ih9 *i'«<>/*lOfcT* JJ«tfol i which ha* ainco been piW l»j tn% uitpcna1 aoSmment IW recent example*^ "<o -*gwiin ii the United States have proponed to spam
for amusiing the pending .ol*,m" !?v hibernatumble. aud that U u>«> be agreed to by eltuer n*
without dishonor. It is to bo Si.J wtboutinto demand may l>o acceded to by Spain witoouv

Should the landing negotiations un-
fortunately and uuexpeoiedly be without result it
will theu become my uuiy to communicate that fact
to

" oii5ro« ai
"

invite «U action on the snb.cct
HHAiN and run houra amkkican uoi.onius.

The long-rteforred peace conference between Spain
and the allied Bouth American republics has beenfn.iiiunrated In Washington under the auaploea of
the United State*, Purauant to the recommenda-

r on ooiitaiue I in the resolution oi the Hou«e Of He-^H ol tue 17tli of December, lHOd. theI'xeout ve Department of tfce government offered
Its friendly offices foi the promotion of peace and
Harmony between Spain and the allied republics.
Hoauatlons ana obstaolea occurred to the accept¬
ance ot the offer. Ultimately, however, a
conference was arranged aud wan opened lu thto
cil* on the 2Mb of October last, at which 1 author-t/eS the Secretary of Htate to preside. It wiw at¬
tended by 'ho Minister* of Spain, Peru, Chile aud
Eouitdor Tit oonaemiehoe of the absence of a repre¬
sentative troft Bflhm M *Ljourned until the attendance Of I ijloulp^Ulltiary
from that repubtto could be set ured or other mea¬
sures could be adopted towards compasalug Its ob¬
jects. The allied and other republics or Spanish origin
on this continent may see in this fact a clear proojefour sincere interest In their welfare-of our desire
to see tlieiu blessed with good governments, capableof maintaining order and of preserving their reapto-
tlve territorial lntegnty, and of our sincere wish to
cxtond our own commercial and social
with them. The time la not, probably,far distant when, In the natural course oi
events, the European political connection wlin
this Continent will cease. Our policy should
be shooed. In view of this probability.ho as to ail* the commercial Interests of the Spanisn-Amerlcan States more closely i# our own. and thus
aive the United States all the pre emineuce and all
the advantages wiucuMr. Moaioe, Mr. Adams and
Mr. Clay contemplated when they proposed to Join
lu the (jointress of Panama.

THE RAN IK.MINUO Bl'SINKSS.
# <w<vDarlnir the last session of Congress a treaty for the

annexation of the republic of hi, Doinlugo to
the United Slates failed to receive the requlwietwo-thirds vote of the Senate. 1 was thoroughlyconvinced then thai tnc beat tjtereala of

t hia country, commercially afld materially, dc-
niauded its ratUU atlon. Time has only coutliraed
nie tu this view. 1 now flrinly believe thai the mo¬
ment It is known that the United Slates have en¬
tirely abandoned the project of accepting fu a part
ot ita territory the island of St. Domingo a tru
port win be negotiated lor by Kurepeau
La the Bay of Simana a large commercial cur will
snrinii upto which we will be tributary, without re¬
ceiving corresBonding beneflts, and then will be
seen the lolly of rejecting so great a prizc. Tut
government of St. Domingo bal voluntarily soBght

i nis annexation. It is a woak Power, numbering,
orobablv. less than 120,ooo souls, aud yet possessing
one of tli<- richest localities unoer the suu, capable or
suBDortine a population of ten millions otpeople in luxury, l he people of Si. Domingo
are not capable ot maintaining theiu-
selvca in their present condition, and
mu t look ror outside support. They yearu for the
protection of our tree Institutions uud laws, our pro-
Mess and oivlllzatiou. -shall we reftiae them r Tho
acoiiMHon of St. Domingo is desirable because or lis£e inai.hiotl position. It commands the entrance

t o the Caribbean Sea and the latumus transit or com¬
merce It Bossea-.es the richest soil, best and most
capacious iiaroors, moat salubrious climate, an the
most valuable products of the forest, mine and soli
of auy of the West India islands. Its posses -ion by
the (.lulled States will in a tew years build up

, , oa-.'.wl»:' commerce of Immense magnitude,which will go far towards restoring to us
our lost merchant uiarlue. It will give to
us these articles which we consume greasy
ami do not produce thus equalizing our ex-
worts and Imports. In case of foreign war it willjrtve us command oi all the islands referred to, and
'hua prevent an enemy from again i»oss-essing her-
sell of a reodw/vous upon onr coast. It will protect
our (waat iail* between me States bordering on
the Aliauiic and those bordering on the Oulf
oi Mexico and u he Bahamas ami Antilles, twice
w« must as It were, pass through foreign
countries to n by from Ceonria to the west
coast ot Plor i. SU Domingo, with a stablegovernment u.Mer which her immense resources
can be developed, wilt give remunerative wagea to
in ooi) laborers noi now upon t.ie Isiaud. I his labor
will take advantage .( every available means ot
transportation to abandon the aa.iat ent Islands and
aeet the blessings of treedom and Its sequence,
each inhabit aui receiving the reward of his own
tabor, rorto KiC«» and Cuba will have to abolish
slavery as a measure ef self-preservation w
retain their Islauds. St. Homlngo will become
ii larire contuuier of the products of the Northern
farms and manufactories. The cheap rate at whichheV"«*»«» be lurnlshed with food, too s and
machinery will make it necessary that contiguous
Islands should have the sauie advantages in order to

i (unoete in the production of sugar, cofftt-, tobacco,
tropical fruits, Ac. This will open to us a wider
market for our products. The production of our
own suBPUes of these articles will cmt otr more
than one hundred minions «if our aimual imports

8SKS?S54»«j w
uAiiinir in forciirn lands equal t<o tiiP enure jrieiaoinrec?*UB metals in this country, It, not so eaay to
Hpe how this rcHUlt is to be otherwise accomplished.
The acauiiitt ion of St. OonlDffo is ail adherence to
the Mo?iroe doctrine. Is a measure or national pro¬
tect,« it is asserting our Just claim to a
controlling influence orer the great com
mere iiii traffic soon to flow from west to baat oy
war ot the lsthmus or Darten, which is to build

merchant marine, it 13 to furnish new
markets for the products of our farms, sheps and
manufactories- It is to make slavery Insupportable
tu Tuba and Porto ftieo at once, and ultimately so
In Brazil* It la io settle the unhappy cond.iion of
Cuba and end an exllrminatory conflict; It la toSrovide houeat means of paying our honest debta
without over-taxing the people, it is t»>
furnish our citl/ens with the necessaries of every-Vi'jT life at cheaper rates tnan ever before; and it Is,
in flUM. a rapid stride towards that greatness
which the fntcillgence, industjy and entw-
nrlse of the citizens of the United States
entitle this country to aaaurao among nations.
In view of the importance of this question I ear¬
nestly urge upon Congress early ac tion ex preasive of
its views aa to the oeat means of acquiring St.
Domingo. My suggestion is thai by jomt reaolu-
ilon of the two houses of congress the Executive fco
authorized to appoint a commission to negotiate a
treaty with the authorities ot St. Doiulago for the| acquisition ot that island, and that an a.|»proprl»-tion be made to defray the expenses of such com-
mission. The question may then be determined by the
act ion or the two houses or Congress upon a reso¬
lution or annexation, as in ttiecase of the acquisition
of Texas. So convinced am 1 of the advantages to
flow from the acquisition of ht» Domingo. the
i?reat disadvantages, 1 might almost say calamities,
to (low from non-acquisition, that 1 believe the sub¬
ject has only to be investigated to be approved.

THK ZONA I.lHRB OK MEXICO.
It is to be regretted that our representations

in regard to the lnjuriorif effects, especially
upon the revenue of the United states, of the
policy of the Mexican government in exempting
from Import duties a large tract of its territory on
our borders have not only »>ren fruitless, but that It
la even proposed in thai country to ex¬
tend the limits within which the" privilege
adverted to has hitherto been enjoyed. 1'uo
expediency of taking into your serious con¬
sideration proper measures for countervailing
the policy referred to will, n 13 presumed, engage
your earnest attention.

EXTKADITION TREATim.
ft is theobvious interest. especially of neighbor¬

ing nations, to provide atains; immunity to those
wiio may have committed nigh crimes within their
borders and who may have sought reiujre abroad.
For this purpose exiraditlon treaties have been con¬
cluded with several or the Central American repub¬
lics, and others are in progress.

THE CI.AIMS A'lA INST VRNBZtTKt.A.
The sense of congress is desired .is early as ma* be

convenient upon the proceedings of the commission
<m claims against Venezuela, as communicated
in my messages of March 4, 1M», March 1, 187#, and
March 31, Is.o. it has not been deemed advisable
to distribute any of the money which bat been re¬
ceived from that government until Congress shall
have acted upon the subject.

TI1K CHINESE MASHACRR.
Tlie massacre of French and Russian residents at

Tien-'l'siii nnder circumstances ol great barbarity,
were supposed by some to have been premeditated,
and to indicate a purpose among the populace to
exterminate foreigners in the Chinese empire. The
evidence falls to establish such a supposition, but
shows a complicity by the local authorities with the
mob. The government at Peklu, however, seems to
have been disposed to lulfll its treaty obligations
so tar as it was able to do so. Unfortunately the news
ol the war between the German States and France
reached China soon alter the massacre. It would
appear that the popular mind became possessed
with the Idea that this contest, extending to Chinese
waters, would neutralize the Christian influence and
power, and that the time was coming when the su¬
perstitions mass might expel all foreigners and re¬
store mandarin iniHieuce. Anticipating trouble
from the cause 1 lnviteu France und Norm Germany
to make an authorized suspension of hostilities in
the Bast, where they were temporarily suspended
by act of the commanders, and to act together for
the future protection in China of the lives and pro¬
perties of Americans and Europeans.

TREATIES BXCHANUBI) AND HATIKI ED.
Since he adjournment of Congress the ratifica¬

tions of tne treaty with Great Britain for abolishing
the mixed courts for the suppression of the slave
trade hsve been exchanged. it is believed that the
slave trade is now confined to the eastern coast of
Alrlca, whence the slaves are taken to Arabian
maiKets. The ratifications of the naturalization
csnvenuen between Great ilritam and tiie Uutted
Stales have also been exchanged during the recess,
and thus along staudiug dispute between the two
governments has been settled In accordance wltn
the principles always contended for oy the United
State*

Tril' nUI»SO^ BAT DIPHtOt'1 TV.
In April last, wmie engaged in locating a mill-

! r.ary reservation near Pembina, a corps of en¬
gineers discovered that the commonly received
boundary ilno between tiic United .Mates and
the I5nu.Mli possessions at that place is about
1,700 feet south of the true position of tne
forty ninth parallel, .inn that the line when run
ou wnat is uow supposed to oi tne true
position ot' bat parallel womd leave the lortoftho
Hudson liav (JouiiMQf <u I'ciuntna within the terri-

tory of the United States. This Information ttelng
communicated to tne JJritlab government, 1 was

requested to consent, and did oonaeut, that lirltish
occupation or the fort of Hudson Bay Company
should continue for the present. I deem it tnipor-
tant, however, that turn part of the bonudary should
he definitely axed by a joint commission of the two
governments, and I submit herewith estimates of
expeuse of such a commissiou on the part or the
United states, mid recommend an appropriation for
that purpose. The land bounday haa already been
flxed and marked from the summit or the Uocity
Mountains to the Georgian Uav. It should now tie in
lue manner marked trom the Lake ut the Woods to
the summit of the Rocky Mountain*.

'I'll K ALABAMA CI.AIMH.
I regret to say that 110 conclusion has been

reached lor the adjustment of the claims against
Great Britain growing out of the conrae adopted by
that government during the rebellion. The Cabinet
01 l-ondon, ao far aa it* views have been expressed,
does not appear to be willing to concede that her
Majesty's government was guilty of negligence,
4>r did or permitted any act daring tne
war for which the Unfed States has Just
cause of complaint. I therefore recotnmeud
Congross to authorize the appointment of a com¬
mission W tajyj proof of the amotiflM 2nd tue owner¬
ship 61 tne cTatms on noti<!4 to the representative of
her Majesty at Washington, and that autbortfjr
bo given for the settlement of these claims
by the United States, so that the gov*
ernment shall have the ownership of the
private claims, as well as the responsible
control of all the demands against Great Britain. It
aannot be necessary to add that whenever her
Majesty's government shall eutertain a deslro for a
full a d friendly adjustment of these claims the
United States will enter upon their consideration
with an earnest desire for u conclusion consistent
with the honor and dignity of both nations.

TUB y^AUiAN FISHERY QUESTION.
The cotlM pursue^ by the Canadian authorities

towards the UsUermen 61 tu? U»it6u slates during
the past season has not been marked by a frlendlr
ieelltin. By the first article or the convention or
1818 between Great Britain and the United stales It
was agreed that the inhabitants of the United Mates
should have forever In common with British subjects
tue right or takiug fish in certain waters therein de¬
filed. In the waters not lucluded in the limits
named In the convention (within three miles of
part* of the British coast) it ba* been the custom for
twenty years to give to Intruding flshormeu of the
United Htates a reasonable warning of their viola¬
tion of the technical rnrhts of Great Britain. The
imperial government is understood to have delegated
the whole or g share of Its jurisdiction or
control or these inshore fishery grounds
to Hie colonial authority known as the
dominion of Canada; uud this semi-Independent but
Irresponsible agent has exercised its delegated pow¬
ers in an unfriendly way Vessel-1 have been seized
without notice or warning, tu violation of the cus¬
tom previously prevailing, and have been taken into
the colonial ports, their voyages broken up and the
vessels condemned. There Is reason to believe that
this unfriendly and vexatious treatment wa« de¬
signed to hear harshly upon the hardy fishermen uf
the CnHed States, with a view to political effect
upon this government. The statutes or the do¬
minion or Canada assume a still broader, moro
untenable Jurisdiction over the vessels of the
United States. They authorize officers or persons
to bring vessels hovering wttlun three marine miles
of any of the coasts, bays, creeks or harbors or
Canada into port, to search the cargo, *o exumiue
the master on oani touching the cargo and voyage,
and to inflict upon him a heavy pecuniary penalty If
true answers are not given; and if such a vessel is
found "preparing t<> tlsli" within three marine miles
of any such coasts, bays, creeks or harbors without
a license, or atter tue expiration of the period
named In the last license granted to it, they provide
that the vessel, with her tackle, Ac., snail be ror-
rolted. It is not known tnat. any condemnations
have been made under this statute. Miould the
authorities 01' Ca:iada attempt to enforce It it will
become my duly to lake such steps as mav be neces¬
sary to protect the rights of the citizensot the United
States. It has been claimed by her Majesty's officials
that the lislunir vessels or Hie United stale* nave no
right to enter the open ports of the British posses¬
sions in North Ameriea, except lor the purpose of
shelter and repairing damages, for purchasing wood
and obtaining water; that they have no ri^hr io
enter at the British Custom Houses or to trade there,
except for tho purchase of wood and water, and
that the.v must depart within twenty-rout houi«
atter notice to leave. It is not known that any seiz¬
ure of a Ashing vessel carrying the nag of the United
States has been made under this claim. Ho far as
the claim Is founded on au alleged construction of
the convention of 1818 It cannot be aeqtueaced
in by the Uultea Slates, it is hoped that it. will
not be insisted on by her Majesty's government.
During the conference wnicn preceded tne nego¬
tiation or the convention of lsis the British Com¬
missioners proposed to expressly exclude the fisher¬
men of the United Hiaies Irom the privilege of
carrying ou trade with anv of his Britannic Ma-
jcHty's subjects residing within the limits assigned
tor their use, and also tnat It should not be ''lawful
lor the vessels of the United States engaged in such
fishery to have on boaro any goous, wares or mer¬
chandise whatever, except such as may be necessary
for the prosecution of their voyages to and from
said fishing grounds; and any vessel of the
United Slates which shall contravene this regula¬
tion may be seized, condemned and confiscated,
with her cargo.'' Thts proposition, wnich is Identi¬
cal with the construction now pul upon the lan¬
guage or the convention, was emphatically
rejected by the American Commission, and there¬
upon abandoned by tho British Plenipotentiaries,
and Article i, as It stands in the convention,
was substituted. If, however, it be said that thla
claim is founded on provincial or colonial statutes,
and not upon the convention, this government can¬
not but regard them as unfrienuly, and iu contra¬
vention or the spirit, if not of the letter, of the
Treaty, for the faithful executlou of which
the Imperial government is alone responsi¬
ble. Anticipating that au attempt may possi¬
bly be made by the Canadian authorities
lti the coming season to repeat their nnnelghborly
acts towards our fisherman, l recommend you t*
confer upon the Executive the power to suspend, by
proclamation, the operation of tho laws authorizing
tho transit of goods, wares and merchandise In bond
across the territory of the United States to Canada,
and Tarther, should suoh an extreme measure be-
cone necessary, to suspend the operation of any
laws whereby the vessels of the Dominion oi Canada
are permitted to enter the waters of tne United
States. A Ukrf unfriendly disposition has been man
treated on the part of Canada in the maintenance of
a claim of the right te exclude the citizens of
the United States from the navigation of the St.
Lawrence. This river constitutes a natural outlet to
the ocean for eight States, with An aggregate popu¬
lation of aboat 17,600,000 inhabitants, and with au
aggregate tonnage of 681,887 tons upon the waters
winch discharge into it. The foreign commerce of
our ports on these waters is open to British compe¬
tition, and the major part of it U done m British
bottoms. If the American seamen be excluded
from this natural avenue to the ocean the monopoly
of tho direct commerce of the lake ports with
the Atlantic wonld be in foreign hands; their vesselB
on transatlantic voyages having an access to our
lake ports, which would bo denied to American
vessels on similar voyages. To state such a propo¬
sition is to refute its justice. During the administra¬
tion of Mr. John Quincy Adams Mr. Clay unques¬
tionably demonstrated the national right of the
citizens of the United States to the navigation of
this river, claiming that the action of the Congress
of Vienna in opening the Rhine and other rivers to all
nations showed the judgment of European Jurists and
statesmen; that tho inhabitants of a country through
which a navigable river passes have a natural
right to enjov the navigation of that river to and
Iniothe sea, even I hough passing through the terri¬
tory of another Power. This right does not cxclude
the coequal right of the sovereign possessing the
territory through which the river debouches into tho
sea to uuKe such regulations relative to the police
of the navigation as may be reasonably necessary;
but those regulations should t»e framed In
a liberal spirit or comity, and should not
impose needless burdens upon the commerce
which has the right or transit. It has
been found m practice more advantageous to
arrange these regulations by mutual agreement.

THE POLICE Of THK ST. LAWRF.ffCE RIVER.
The United States are ready to make any reasonable

arrangement as to the ponce of the St. Lawrence
which may be suggested by Great Britain. If the
claim ma<ie by Mr. Cla.v was just, wnen the popula¬
tion of the Stales bordering on the shores oi the
lakes was only 3,400,000, It now derives greater force
and equity from the lnoreased population, wealth,
productlou and tounage of the States on the Canadian
frontier, since Mr. ('lay advanced his argument in
behalf of our right the principle for which tie con¬
tended has been frequently and by various nations
recognized by law or by treaty, and has been ex¬
tended to several other great rivers.

FKEB NAVtUATION AN INTERNATIONAL RIGHT.
By the treaty concludod at Mayence, in 1831, the

Rhine wsw declared free from the point where it is
first navigable into the sea. By the convention be¬
tween Spain and Portugal, concluded !u 18:!5, the
navigation of the Douro throughout Its whole ex¬
tent was made free for the subjocta of both crowns.
In 18&a the Argentine Confederation by treaty
threw open the tree navigation of the Parana and
Uruguay to the merchant vessels of all nations. In
18.W the Crimean war was closed by a treaty which

Provided for the free navigation of the Danube, lu
858 Bolivia, by tieaty, declared tnat it regarded the

rivers Amazon and La Plata, In accordance with
fixed principles of national law, as highways or
channels opened by nature for the commerce
of all nations. In 18!>» the Paraguay was
mode free by treaty, and in December, ls06. the
Emperor of Brazil by Imperial decree declared tho
Amazon to be open to the frontier of Brazil to the
merchant ships of all nations. The greatest living
British authority ou this suoiect, while asserting the
abstract right of the British claim, says:."It seema
difficult to deny thai Great Britain may ground her
refusal upon strict law, but It is equally difficult to
deny, first, that in so doing she exercises harshly
an extreme and hard law; and, sec¬
ondly, that her condact with respect to the
navigation of the St. uawrence la in glaring and
discreditable Inconsistency with her conduct with
respect to tho navigation of the Mississippi, oti the

Softvd that she possessed a small domain on which
. Mississippi took us rise, she Insisted on the

right to navigate the entire volume of its waters.
On tne ground tnat she possesses both
banks of the St. Lawrence, where u disem¬
bogues ltsoif into the sea, she denies to tho
United Htates the right of navigatiou through
about one-half ot the waters oi Lakes Ontario,
Erie, Huron and Superior, and the whole of Lake
Michigan, through which the river r.ows, is the
properly of I lie unf ed Slates. The whole nation is
interested in securing cheap transportation tram
tue agricultural States oi Uie West to the Auantio
seaboard. To the citizens oi those States It secures

a greater return for their labor, to the luuaoitanta
v>r the seaboaid it affords cheaper food, to the u'i-
llon an increase in the annual surplus of wcj.th it
is hoped that ihe guvernuiont Qi Great Britain will
see the iusuce of niuuMlitutia the nair^iY uul iu on

a I*tent claim to whiofe her osnadlsn provinces tisve
urged bur auborouoe.

OVH COMUKKCM AND STHAMRHIP LINE*.
Our depressed commerce u a subjoob to wAloh I

called your apeclat attention ai the taut sesmon, and
suggested that we will lu the future have to look
more to the countries south of us and to China uud
Japan for its removal. Our own representatives to
all U«ose governments have e\ortod their luduenct;
to encourage trade between the United (State* and
tlie countries to whicn they are accredited. But ihn
fact exlai* that the currying trade is almost
entirely li: lt>roign bottoms, and while thin state of
affairs cxisih we cannot control our due share of the
commerce of the world. That between the I'aciilc
States and China and Japan Is al>out i ll the
carrying trade now couducted in American vessels.
I would recommend a liberal policy toward that
line of Aomncau steamers.one tuai will insure its
success and oven Increased usefulness, i'ue cost of
building iron vessels.the only ones that can com¬
pete with foreign ships In the carrying trade is so
much greater In the United states than In foreign
countries that without some assistance from the
government they cannot be succesetully built here.
Herewith will be several propositions laid before
Congress in the course or the present session look-
lngto a remedy for this evil, even if U should be at
seme cost to the national treasury. I hope such en¬
couragement will be given as will Insure American
Hhtppfng on the high seas and American shipbuild-
lug at hoijie. itv ..*.»>.

THE STATU OF.PAItTMENT BUILIMNQ.
The condition oi the archives of the Department

of Staio calls for the early action of Congress. The
bulldlug now rented by that department Is a frail
structure, at un Inconvenient distance from the
Executive Mansion and from the other departments.
It U ill adapted to the purpose for which it Is used,
has net capacity to aocominedate the archives and

SI not dre proof. Its remote situation, its slender
onstruction. aud thy absence ?f a euppijr of water

In its nelgnt)6niofid, teife but little nope of safety
for either tne buUdlng or its contents in cuse of the
accldeut of a fire. Its destruction would Involve the
loss of the rolls containing the original acts and
resolutions of Congress, of tbe historic records of
the itcvoiiitlou and ot the confederation, of the
whole series of diplomatic and consular archives
stuco the adoption of the constit ution, and of the
many other valuable records and papers lelt with
tuut department when U was the principal deposi¬
tory of the governmental archive*. I recommend
an appropriation for tho construction of a building
for the Department of State.

TU4N8MK ok surea its.
I recommend to your reconsideration the propriety

of referring to the Department of the interior, to
which they seem more appropriately to belong, all
powers and duties In relation to the Territories with
which the Department of Mtatet* now charged by
law or usage, and from the Interior Denartment to
the War Department tbe Pension Bureau, Jio far as
it regulates the payment or soldiers' pensions.

I would i Hi ther recommend that the paviuent of
naval pensions be transferred to oue ol the bureaus
of the Navy Department.

THIS FINANCIAL BtTDOffT 1 OR NKXT THAR.
The estimates of the expenses of tho government

tor the next fiscal rear are si8,244,;Ut, lass than
ror tne current one, but exceed the appropriations
for the present year forthesuine items $8,1*72,127.
lu this estimate. however, Is Included $i'2,3a^.J7»
for public works heretofore begun unuer Con¬
cessional provision, and t f which only so much is
asked as Congi ess may choose to give. Tne appro¬
priation for me same works for the present lineal
year was Jll.u <4,618.

TUB APPROACH TO SPECIE PAYMENTS.
The average value of gold as compared with

national currency for the whole of the year 1809
was about 184, and for seven months or 1870 the
same relative value lias been about !15. l'he ap¬
proach to a specie basts is very gratifying, but the
lad cannot be denied that the Instability el the
value of our currency Is prejudicial to our pros¬
perity, and tends to keep up prices, to the detriment
of trade. The evils of a depreciated and fluctuating
currency nre so great that now, when the premium
on not tl has fallen so much, it would seem

i hat tin; time has arrived wlien, by wise and prudent
le/islatlon. Congress -nould lock to a policy which
wor.ld place our currency at par with gold at no dis¬
tant d iy.

TI1K "KKCORMS IN THK BKVKNITK."
The tax collected from the people has been

reduced more than eighty million dollars per
milium. By steadiness lu ourpreseut course there

1 is no reason why in a few short years the national
lax gatherer ma y not disappear from the door of
the citizen almost entirely. With the reve¬
nue stamp dispensed by postmasters In

| every oommunttv, a tax upon liquors of
:ili *orts and tobacco in nil its forms, and by a wise
adjustment of the tariff, which will put a duty only
upon tho e articles which we could dispense with,
knows as luxuries, and un those which we use more
or than we produce, tevenue enough may be raised,
after a few years t>f peace and consequent reduction

of indebtedness, to lulfli all our obligations. A fur¬
ther reduction of expenses, in addition to a red uc-
tloii of Interest account, may be relied un to make
Hits practicable. Revenue reform, if It means
this, has my hearty support. If it implies
a collection of all the revenue for the
support of the government, for the payment of tlia
principal and interest ot tan public debt, pensions,
Ac., by directly taxing the people, theu I am against
revenue reform and confidently believe the people
are with me. If It means failure to provide the
necessary means to del ray all expenses or t he gov¬
ernment, aud thereby repudiation or the public
onbt atid pensions, then I am still more opposed to
such Kind of revenue reform. Revenue reform has
not been defined by any of Its advocates, to my
knowledge, but seem* to be accepted as something
which Is to supply every man's wants without any
cost or effort ou nls part, A true revenue reform
cannot be made In a day. but must be tbe work of
national legislation and of time. As soon as the
revenue can be dispensed with all duty should be
removed from coffee, tea aud other articles of uni¬
versal use not produced by ourselves. The necessi¬
ties of the country compol un to eclteot revenue
from our Imports. An army of assessors and
collectors Is not a pleasant sighl to tbe
citizen, bnt that or a tariff for revenue Is necessary.
Such a tariff, so fur as It acta as au encouragement to
home products, affords employment to labor at liv¬
ing wages la contrast to tho pauper labor of the Old
World, and also in the development of home re-
dourocSi

THK BKPUCTION OP THE AltMY.
unaer tue act 01 * ougress or Juiy io, isto,

the army baa gradually been reduced, so that on
lue jxt of January, 1871, the number or commis¬
sioned officers and men will not exceed the num¬
ber contemplated by that law. Tne War Depart¬
ment building Is an old structure, not fireproof and
entirely inadequate in dimensions to our preseut
wants. Mauy thousands of dollars are now paid
annually tor rent ef private buildings to accommo¬
date the various bureaus ot the department. 1
recommend an appropriation for a new War Depart¬
ment building suited to the present and growing
wante of the nation. The report of the secretary of
War snows a very satisfactory redaction in the ex¬
penses of tue army lor the last fiscal year. For
details you are referred to his accompanying report.

KXFBNHKS OK THE NAVT.
The expenses of the navy for the whole of the

last year. i. e., from Oecemher, l*tfO. lie date of the
lust report.were less than $10,000,000, or about
$1,1)00,000 loss than they were the previous year.
The expen.-es since the commencement of
tnls fiscal year.i. e., since July 1.
show, ^or the Ave mouths, a decrease or over
$2,400,000 from those of the corresponding
months last year. The estimates for the current
year were $28,5tu&,«7l. These for next year are
$20,688,817, with $905,100 additional for necessary
permanent improvements. These estimates are
made closely fer the mere maintenance of the naval
establishment, as it sow is, without much lu the na¬
ture of permanent improvement. The appropriations
m*ide for the last and current years were evidently
Intended bv Congress and are sufficient only to keep
the navy on Its present looting by the repairing and
reiltting of our old snips. Tills policy must of course
gradually hut surely destroy tfie navy, and It is in
itself lur lrom economical, as each year that it is
pursued the necessity lor more repairs In ships and
navy yards becoiucs more Imperative aud more
costly," an* our current expenses are annually
Increased for the mere repair of ships, many of
which must soon become unsafe and useless.

1 hope durtug itie present session ef Congress to tie
able to submit to it a plan bv whloh naval vessels
can be built and repairs wade with great saving
npou the present cost, it can be hardly wise states¬
manship In h government which represents a oiuntry
with over five thousand miles of cost line on both
oceans, exclusive of Alaska, and containing forty mil¬
lions or progressive peoplo, with relations oi every na¬
ture with almost every foreign country, to rest with
such inadequate rooatis of enforcing auy lorelgn
policy either of pro'ectlon or redress. Separated
by the ocean troin the nations of the Eastern Con¬
tinent, our navy is our only means of direct protec¬
tion to our clti'.ens abroad or lor the enforcement of
any foreign policy.
The accompanying report of the Postmaster Gene¬

ral shows a most nuUsfactory working of that de¬
partment. With the adoption oi the recommenda¬
tion ^contained therein, particularly those relating
!. a reform in the Cranking privilege and the adop¬
tion or correspondence cards, a self-sustaining postal
system may speedily be looked for, and at no dis¬
tant dav. and a further deduction of the rate ot post¬
age be attained.

BKFOBM9 IN TUB IS81TK ON COMMISSIONS.
I recommend authorization by Congress to the

Postmaster General aud Attorney General to issue
all commissions to officials appointed through their
respective departments. At present these commis¬
sions, where appointments are Presidential, are
issued by the State Department. The law In all the
departments of government except these of the Post
Office aud of Justice, authorizes eaca to issue its own
commissions. Always favoring practical reforms, I
respectfully call your attention to one abuse of long
standing, which I would like to sec remedied by
this Congress. It is reform in the civil service of
the eountrr. I would have it go beyond the mere
fixing of the tenure of office of clerks and cm pi eyes,
who do not require "the advice and cousent ef
tne Senate" to make their appointments
complete. I would have It govern not
tho tenure but the manner of making
all appointments. There is no mity whloU so much
embarrasses the Executive and heads of depart¬
ments as that of appointments, nor U there any
such arduous and thankless labor imposed on Sena¬
tors anrl Keptespntatives as that of finding places
Tor constituents. The present system does noi secure
the best men, and often not oveu fit men, for public
places. The elevation and purification of the civil
service of tUe government will be hailed with appro¬
val by ihe wuole people of the (Juttad States. Reform
in the management, oi Indian ufiuirs has received
the special attention w the administration from Us
Inauguration to the present day. The experiment
of making it. a missionary work was tried with a
l"w agencies given to the denomination ai Friends
aud has been found to work moat advautagcousky-
All agencies and siiDortntcndeuutes uou so disposed
oi were given to officers or uia army.

TIIK QUAKKtt I .-(Dl AN 4UBNTA.
I The v\ ui Congrewa teduoiaa me auuv rendont

.nay .fltoen ineligible f* oi»« poeWooa. I®®JJageuciea belna civil office* 1 4iewr£'?^?®^I5^t|o,L« a*the agenda* to such religious tKbad heretofore established missionaries among >.««
Indian*. and. perhaps, to some ot ner denomina¬
tions, who would undertake the work on tns
same terms.C «., ax a missionary work. The socie
ties BeU'ft«d are allowed V> name their own agent*,subject to the approval of the Executive, and areexpected to watch over mew ana aid them a* mis¬
sionaries and Christianise aud civlli/.« the Indianand to train Una in the ai ls of peace. J lie gov¬ernment watches over the official acta ot these
agents aud requires of tneui an strict au aocouutabTllty as irthey were appointed In anv other manner.1 entertain the couttdent bope that tin policy nowpursued will in a few years bring all the ludiansupon reservations, wtiero tney win live tu hous*)a,have schoolhousoH and churches and will bepursuing pt-accfnl aud sMt-susiainlng avo-catious, aud where I hoy may be vn»rlied by ttie law-abiding white men wltathe name impnnliy thai he now vwtu the civilizedwhite settlements. 1 call your special attention t»the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs forfull information on this subject.

TUB l'UBI.IU DOMAIN.
During the last fiscal year 809,541,300 acres or pub¬lic laud were disposed of. Of thH quantityuna 891.005 acres were taken up under the Home¬stead law and 215,950,581 acres were sold for Caah.Ths remainder was located with militarj warrant,college or luCUaq scrip, or applied in satisfaction orSriiife to ftilroada ftr for otllcr public uses. Theentries under the Homestead law during the lastKvSl,M» acres mAr$ than thoae during

thft ureceding year. Surveys have been vigorous^nrUe^ited to the full extent of tbe means applicf-P>m toUie iififrbiisk The q'uauilty of land la market
wtil amply supply the presout demand. The claim of
the settler under the Houieatead or Pre-emption u«a
!¦ nnt however limited to laud aubjeot to sale aiD^vate MtoT Any unappropriated surveyed pub¬lic lands may, to a limited extent, l>o acquired
the former laws, if the party«n11

.u
U° "

Tthem will comply with thd rcqulrtiitnti ^
prescribe In regard to residence and cultivation^The actual settler's preference right of P®rc***2is even broader, and extends toLandswhich wet#
nnAiirveved at the time of Ills settlement. This right
was forraat ly coianuod within much narrower limits.Zul atX pevlod of our history was conferred onlyWelaf Biatutes. They wore enacted from ttmoS ifiww "egrtiw VMtfm te«n ^rdeda.anunauthorized lntrnaioll upon hational
domain The epinlOTl that the publiclifi«a #Uould
be regarded cnietly u« a souroo of revenue S fie
longer maintained. The rapid settlement and sue-
ressful cultivation of them is now Justly considered
or more importance to our well being than Is the lund
uriiif.ti i lie KHie ot tliem wauld produce. The remark-

of out- new states and
.ivrnt tries attests the wihdom of the legislation
which luviws the tiller of the sou to aeoure a
norn anent home on terms within the reach of
all The pioneer who incurs the dangers and priIva-
iions of a troutler lile aud thus aids Inlaying theimmdation of new Comm >nwealths renders ft slg
ual service te l is country and is entitled to its spe-
cwl ftvor and protection. The laws secure thiiA ob-
Ject aud largely promote the geueral welfare^ Ihey
uhAiiiii therefore, be cherlHiitu as a VeiniuMnn't feature of our land system. GoodJeoufre" uh to give full «aect to exlst-

crants The time-honored and bencflcont
ot setting apart certain sections or puhlto'yf.»r educauonal purposes In the new .States

al«l be continued. When ample provision shall
mwd made for these objects I submit as a ques-

Mon worthy of aenous consideration whether the
. lut! ot our national domain should uoi be wholly

ucis Buppleuientary . tja^-ii veur by pateuiveyed to the cwse o
f Hiutus andor other equivalent eviaence^ ^ rftllwarBicorporations .

It tB estimated that au ad-lunonal quantny of 174,785,023 aim Is still due for
grants for like

(lBANT RriVV:x.
Tne roller of thus aiding the states in buildingrue poll jy

tinnrovement was Inauguratedmore1*thau low ers since in the grants to Indiana
u J i nuniiL to aid those States in opening canals touud l ltnois to aiu i o

Wabash with those otar? 3Tb.{srsjruss
SSSfegSr

in many"1 inttancw mdernmfbfd the"rreaswii,L irr»nted land. The construction or some oiihUrSor mghfarM has undouototily given a

anv^nterprUe undertaken by .-Stales or corporation*
uor gratit lands in any instance unless the prpjOctoai4 af uckuowletiffeil niivtcriari importance. I^m atroSy lnctoed^ the opinion that it Is inex¬
pedient aud unnewsaary to bwtw wbsidlo^ of
Mitnnr da^criDltou; but tthoulu CoaKre.s« aeiei miuir
0 uTwlse l earnestly recommend that tUe right of
settlers and or the public be more effoctnally secured
and protected by appropriate legislation.ana pro«*.w pAT/NT OKFICB BCSINKS8.
During the year ending September 30, 1870, there

were filed lu the Patent Office 19,411 applicaUons for
a 874 caveats and 180 applications for the

ex tension of patents; 13,822 patenta, including re¬
issues and designs, were issued: ll,o«4 tendered and

1 089 allowed, but not. issued, by reason of the iun-p'ayment of the anal fees. The receipts,ot the offioo
during the flsoal year were $U,0JO,4i» lu exceaa
of Its expenditures.^

THI CBNSU8-
The work of the Census bureau has been enor-

geticallj orosecuted. Tne preilininary repor^containing much information ot special valuo
and interMt, will be ready for delivery during
the dreseat session. The remaining volumes
will be completed with all the despatch consistent
with perfect accuracy in arranging and classifyingthe returns. We shall thus, at no distant day , ne
furnished with an authentic twrt < oitf condtttoo
and resources. U will, I OUDt boi, aiwsi
the growing prosperity or the country, althoughiuriM the decade which has Just oiosed U was so
HBvivreiv tried bv the great war wage# to maintain
Iw fntegrUy and to wcuio and pet innate our ireo
Institutions.

^ pbn8ioh fund.
nurinff the last fiscal year the sum paid to

oensieners including the cost of disbursement,STm *27 780 811, and 1,758 bounty laud war¬rants were Issued. At Its close 1#8,68« nameB were
. ?h« »eMlon rolls. The labors of Uie Pension
nrnce have been directed to the severe scrutiny
nf th# evidence submitted in favor of law claims
«n«i m the mscovery of fictitious claims, which have

neretofiH-e^allowed. The appropriations tor tno
empioyinentof special agents lor the luvestlgatlon
nrtrands have been Judiciously used, and the results
.btanteil have been if uuquesUouable benefit to the

AND iORICtTLTUBAL BURKAU3.
The subjects of education and agriculture are^crfirreat interest to the success of our republican lnsti-ftitlona aarf our happiness and grandeur as a nation,

in ih» interest of one a bureau has l.eea estab-
Mshod In the Iaterior Department.the Bureau

3&«sw«aasBfs,|astlon and of Agriculture, noi urge too strongly such
'tberal legislation as to secure their efficiency.
THB I'OLICT or TUK ADMIKI8TBAT10N IN A NUT-

S1IKLL.
Tn roncluMon. I would aum up tno policy of the ao-

ministration to oe a thorough enforcement, ot every
.¦iw a faithful collection of the tax provided for,
economy In the disbursement of the same ; _a;Pr"",P*navment of every debt of the nation; a reducilon offaicM as rapidly as the requirements ol the
country will admit, reductions of taxation
and tariff to be so arranged as to afford the
greatest relief to the greatest numbers; honest andfair dealings with all other people to the end that
w ir wan "all its blighting consequences may be
avoided, but without surrendering any P4JJ"gatlon due to us; a retorm In the treatment of tatIians and In the whole civil service of the country,
and finally? lu securing a pure. untrammelle^ballot, wuere every man entitled to «
n vote may do so Just once at eu»ii
election without fear of mo'^ation or

?irvH?"?tic0olor°° ttCC0Uttl P
M

Exbcotivb Mansion, Dec. 5. IS70.

(MYSTERIOUS MQVEIEEHTS.
The United States Grand Jury After tlie Of¬
fender**.Cuban* or Frenchmen HonpocMd
of Violating the Neutrality l.nwa.
Tho United States Grand Jury yesterday brougnt

In several true bills or indictment ajjaln.it parlies,
far violation of tbe neutrality lawn, but as the fore¬
man of the jury handed the bills to tbe Court with¬
out making the usual announcement of the partlea
named therein It was Impossible to ascertain who
they were. Rumor has it, however, that they aro
a lot of Frenchmen or Cnbans.probably the f«»r-
mer.who have been detected in fitting ont an ex¬
pedition against peoples with whom this- govern¬
ment is at peace. UpHo a very late hour butt night
no arrests aad been made, and probably will not to
until tow morning.

SOMNAMBULA IN BR30XLYN.
A young lady, who resides with her parents at

No. 00 Adams street, Brooklyn, has been in the liablt
of getting up in her sleep at all Hours of night and
walking about the premises. At one tune she was
mistaken lor a burglar, and at another ror a ghost.
Yesterday morning her perambulations nearly cost
her her life. She lett her bed shortly beioro ono
o'clock, and not long thereafter her (ather was
attracted by her screams. Hastening to hor room
ho lound her hauifiog out of the window head
downwards and with her feet clasped oy the window
sash, which had urovtent tally fallen In time u> ssvo
tier life. Olttoer Be' , of tho second precinct, wa*
also auraoted by t ..creams ot the young lady »ud

u listened to tho Asststauce oi her father, and tbey
together succeeded in pulling her back Into t no roost.

I 8 tie >< an only slightly injured, being bruised about
I the jukio ut tUu window railing uyoa hot.


